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Assignment: The ABC’s of the Environment

Name(s): 








Class:
Due date:

Overview: You will research and create a book on the ABC’s of the Environment. Your audience for this book is our buddy classroom at the elementary school and other elementary students with whom we share projects. The books will be shared both electronically and in print form so students can read them anywhere. See task details for template and tool options.

Requirements: 
1. You must have a page for each letter of the alphabet. You may use flexible ways to connect  Q and X with your content (does not have to START with Q or X)

2. Your book must address issues of energy, water use, sustainability, or ecosystems. If you would like to include other issues from your idea bin, feel free. You may end up deciding to go back and add more to this book during our unit on biodiversity later this year.

3. Your book must use and define all our vocabulary words and any optional others that you choose from your idea bin. Definitions must be worded in a way that your audience can understand but do not need to be separate pages. You can, for example, explain what sustainability is in the context of a page on forests.

4. If done as a group, group members must initial the pages they write and all group members must complete an equal number of pages. (insert other group role information here)
5. Turn in your completed work as an electronic file or URL along with the file for your evaluation rubric. Remember to customize your rubric for your own creative process and options.

Creative Options/Questions: 

1. Remix: What other project have you done in science class or on a related topic that you would like to remix into this book? Perhaps in Art class, you have talked about safely disposing of solvents? Maybe your family has been making your home more “green”? Maybe you did a related project last year? Not a problem, as long as you disclose it up front on your idea bin and rubric.
2. Re-use: What ideas are in your idea bins that you would really like to USE or explore? Can you connect them here? How would you adapt this assignment to include these ideas? Request a conference to include in your rubric.
3. Restart: If you find that you need to start over or repeat back before the due date, explain why in a written request for either a project extension or permission to submit a “project in progress” at due date. ONLY projects that show considerable progress in your idea bins and steps so far will be allowed to restart. Procrastination is now a viable reason for an extension. DOCUMENT your process so far and explain In writing why you want to restart.

4. Creativity Buddy: If you know your creative process works in sync with a specific classmate, you may work together on this project.

Resources: Start from this list of resources. You may use others, but be sure to copy/paste their exact URLs into the Resource List you include at the end of your book. (Alternative: provide a starter Symbaloo, Live Binder, or other link sharing instead of placing links in the assignment).

TeachersFirst Editors Choice sites for Earth Day (use any that sound good)

http://www.teachersfirst.com/holiday/earthday.cfm 

Scholastic Act Green Site

http://scholastic.com/actgreen/ 

National Geographic Human Footprint 

http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/channel/human-footprint/consumption-interactive.html 

Be sure you take notes on what you learn from the game – not just “play”!

Layers of Life from National Geographic

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2010/10/gulf-oil-spill/gulf-life-interactive 

Information about the Gulf of Mexico and environmental threats there

Environlink MANY links from this site: http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=7224 (reviewed here by TeachersFirst). Some links may have “agendas.” Some more challenging reading, many extension ideas

NASA’s Ozone Research page, also with clickable definitions/pronunciations.

Adult level reading on a specific environmental issue.

etc.

Recommended Timeline:
Prior to now: you have been collecting things about environmental issues in your idea bin. If this timeline does not work for you, create a new PLAN in advance. If you will need more time, you must document you process along the way (show a Google doc where you wrote your drafts, for example). Works in progress MIGHT be accepted if you document process to show time, thought, and creative effort.


Day 1: assign group roles (if any), divide research tasks, begin research, being sure to document sources. Swap idea bin material with classmates, if you wish.

Day 2: complete all research. Homework: start writing pages

Day 3: Complete writing pages. Homework: Locate or take images with digital camera. Full image credits required!

Day 4: add images to all pages, including credits (NOT Google!). REVISE to make sure pages fit together well.

Day 5:  Edit, check requirements, add extras. Submit required files at end of class.

Task Details:

1. You may use either the PowerPoint ABC template from our class wiki OR Bookemon (use the class log-in). If you would like to use an alternate tool, see me.

2. Each page must have an image and text. The image credit must be on the page. (if a group, decide which letter pages each person will write. It might be helpful to do a brainstorm for the full alphabet after you have collected ideas and looked over the list of required vocabulary.

3. The text on each page must start with the appropriate letter and explain a concept about the environment to an elementary student.

4. Along with the explanation of a concept, pages may also include a “thinking question” related to that concept, i.e. something for the reader to wonder about or think about after he/she finishes the book. Look at some of the questions in your idea bin! Thinking questions should not have a definitive answer, and no answer should be provided.

5. Extras: *may require extra time!
· write the pages in poetry or rhyme

· add a character who is “talking” on all the pages

· record a Voicethread “reading” of the PowerPoint book slides

· create a Spanish language/ bilingual version of your book (letters may change!)

· add school-appropriate links on your electronic pages for students to learn more about the concept

· invite others to share and comment on the book using a school-safe sharing tool

Sample Technology-based Project Assignment from TeachersFirst.com  Download and adapt as needed, but please give appropriate credit below in bold. Please help TeachersFirst (a free, non-profit service) by asking others to download on their own, allowing us to document site traffic. This assignment created using a template from www.teachersfirst.com and can be downloaded and adapted for use by one teacher or classroom. 


